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ABSRTACT:

Surfactants are a diverse group of chemicals that are best known for their wide use in
detergents and other cleaning products. Surfactants enter aquatic systems after use through
industrial or domestic wastewater and will ultimately cause pollution and toxicity to plants,
soil or aquatic organisms, leading to catastrophic effects on the ecosystem. The toxicity of
surfactants to organisms from mammals to bacteria is well known. Although some surfactants
may not be directly toxic, they might result in the release of toxic contaminants into the
environment if their concentrations in the soil exceed a critical value. Here, the properties and
classification of surfactants i.e. anionic, cationic and non-ionic as well as toxicity behavior and
environmental predestination have been reviewed.

KEY WORDS: Detergents, Surfactants, Classification, Environment, Toxicity
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